Objective: The International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) Child Abuse Screening Tools (ICAST) is a battery of questionnaires created by the World Health Organization, the United Nations and ISPCAN for researching maltreatment in childhood. This study aims to translate, to adapt and to validate the semantic equivalence of all items on the three questionnaires: ICAST-C (ICAST version for Children), ICAST-R (Retrospective Interview) and ICAST-P (ICAST version for Parents). Methods: The process of translation and semantic validation comprised five methodological steps: 1) translation; 2) back--translation; 3) correction and semantic adaptation; 4) validation of content by professional experts in the area of abuse in childhood; and 5) a study of their acceptability to a sample of the target population, using a verbal rating scale. Results: In the evaluation of the expert committee, there was need to adapt several words for the Brazilian population while maintaining semantic and conceptual equivalence. In the ICAST--C acceptability study, children exhibited some difficulty understanding 7 of the items (out of 69 questions). For ICAST-P, parents reported a lack of clarity in 5 items (out of 57 questions). These issues were resolved and the Brazilian version of ICAST 3.0 was concluded. Conclusion: The ICAST battery is an internationally recognized tool and the process of translation into Portuguese and semantic adaptation was performed successfully. The final version proved to be easily understandable and semantic validation results were adequate. This battery has proved useful in investigation of childhood maltreatment. Keywords: Child abuse, assessment, trauma, stress, instrument, childhood, maltreatment, neglect, interview.
Introduction
Over the last 20 years, violence against children and adolescents has become more evident internationally and sexual, physical, and psychological abuse, as well as physical or emotional neglect, have been described as strong social and environmental risk factors for many of the leading causes of death, disease, and disability during all stages of life. 1, 2 Specifically, a recent metaanalysis suggested that childhood abuse and neglect are more frequent in less developed countries and that cultural and economic factors can strongly influence such rates. 3 In Brazil specifically, there is a paucity of epidemiological data on the extent of violence: there is lack of statistical data, child abuse is underreported and many people see physical punishment as an acceptable method of disciplining children. 4 Despite the existence of systems for notifiable/reportable events, many cases of child abuse go undetected. Some studies have attempted to identify the causes of this complex issue and found underreporting by health professionals and society. 5 Another limiting factor is that few childhood maltreatment assessment tools adapted for Brazilian
Portuguese are available. 6, 7 In this regard, tools used to investigate child abuse must address the main types of violence with sensitivity and accuracy, 7 including physical, sexual, or emotional abuse and physical or emotional neglect. 8 during childhood. 12 The fourth questionnaire was called the ICAST-P and was the parent/caregiver version.
Parents with children under 18 years old were invited to participate. The questions posed by the researchers were related to the regions in which the pilot study participants lived. These questions concerned parental behaviors, common forms of discipline in their countries and any form of abuse perceived by researchers. In their revision of the questionnaires, the judges selected common issues related to disciplinary practices adopted by these parents in the previous year. The participant is guided in self-administered items.
The questions concern events that happened during the previous year, except for the young adult version.
Interviewers must be trained to administer the questionnaire. Secrecy is ensured and guidance is provided concerning referral to psychology services when required. All questionnaires address socio-demographic data such as gender, age, education, religion, ethnicity, Based on the suggestions made, the questionnaires were adapted and a second version (V2) was produced.
In the fifth step, V2 versions were shown to target population samples, with the objective of assessing the adequacy of the questions and to check whether they could be understood by each population. The second version (V2) of each instrument was presented to 15 participants recruited in the pediatric outpatients sector of a public general hospital and selected by convenience sampling according to the age range of the target-population to include five participants for each instrument. Thus, patients, parents of patients and workers at the pediatric outpatients unit of a public hospital were invited to participate in the study.
Therefore, we included five children aged 10-14 years who had completed basic education to provide inputs about the ICAST-C, five adults from 18-24 years old with educational levels ranging from complete high school to incomplete higher education to comment on the ICAST-R, and five parents of patients who had children of school age and were aged 24 to 52 and had educational levels ranging from complete high school to postgraduate level to give their feedback on the ICAST-P. 
Results
The process adopted in the translation and adaptation observed the international standards recommended by Guillemin et al. 16 In general, the steps of translation and back-translation exhibited great similarity to the original version. During the evaluation by the panel of judges, some words had to be adapted for the Brazilian culture, though maintaining semantic, conceptual, empirical and idiomatic equivalence. Some words were replaced by others, as follows: In ICAST-C, the word "mulher" was replaced by "menina," "homem" was replaced by "menino," "etnia" was people who live with the respondent, place of residence and work activity.
Translation and adaptation
The 
Discussion and conclusion
Investigating the history of violence in any given population involves addressing highly sensitive issues. Since these issues may cause embarrassment, self-blame and fear, studies that ensure the anonymity of participants and do not make moral judgments about them generate more reliable data and are likely to benefit these individuals. Therefore, studies based on instruments that consider the cultural context and do not expose the participants are more appropriate and reliable.
The ICAST 3.0 battery is composed of easy-tounderstand questionnaires that have been adopted in several different countries and which facilitate collection and comparison of child abuse data across several countries.
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